
ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM, KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER
Under the Constitution granted in 1964 by his late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia 

PRO FIDE, PRO UTILITATE HOMINUM

THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD

World Headquarters:
St. Paul Street 223
Valletta VLT 1217

Malta

Phone  +356 2123 0712

H.E. Lieutenant Grand 
Master

Paul M. Borg, OSJ

H.E. Grand Commander
Joseph Grech, OSJ

H.E. Grand Hospitaller
Vincent R. Bonagura OSJ

H.E. Grand Counselor
Boudewijn Franck, OSJ

H.E. Grand Marshal
Krister Thelin, OSJ

Editor:
H.E. Jan Lambrecht, OSJ

3/2022 EDITION



• Opening word by our Lieutenant-Grand Master 3

• Meditations on Faith and Love, by Niels Refskou, Chairman o/t E.C.   6

• Autumn citation, Deuteronomy 24:19-22 8

• Reflections on: Is abortion really a human right ? (B) 9

• Quote: Albert Einstein 13

• Call for content 14

• Charity: Aid to Ukrainian war refugees, St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR) 15

• Quote by Thomas Paine 19

• Charity: Oscarsborg Event, St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR) 20

• Announcement: next Sovereign Council on October 29th, 2022, in Malta 22

• Reflections on: from Faith to Belief (B) 23

• Citation: Isaiah 2:4 27

• Investiture Low Countries Priory: impressions of a donate (B) 28

• Quote: Mother Theresa 35

• Investiture Prioratus Flandriae Priory (B) 36 

• Quote: Tim Keller 38

• Reflections on: Living fearlessly in a world of chaos (B) 39

• OSJ International charity: Intermediate report: St. John’s Villages Burundi 40

• A life of service and dedication 43

• General report: Priory of Victoria (AU): 44

• Reflections on: a noble warrior's path to conversion (USA) 49

• Quote: Leo Tolstoy 54

• Reflections on: Though storms may rage around me (B) 55

• Citation: Romans 13:12 60

• Personalia, promotions, Sovereign Council, disclaimer & editor’s word 61

TABLE OF CONTENT

2



Paul M. BORG, OSJ
LIEUTENANT-GRAND MASTER
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Dear Brethren of Saint John of Jerusalem, 

Knights Hospitaller – OSJ (Malta),

Three years have passed since my election as Lieute-
nant Grand Master during which time health restrictions 
have prevented the convening of the Sovereign Coun-
cil. It is not only a privilege but also a pleasure for me to 
be presiding the October 2022 Sovereign Council mee-
ting – the one indispensable meeting of the Order.  The 
opportunity is now being taken to present, in this issue of 

the International Herald, some thoughts not only for 
reading but above all for consideration.

As in other past years the convening of the Sovereign 
Council will be taking place at the Victoria Hotel in Slie-
ma, Malta and not, as in my opinion would ideally be 
best, at the International Headquarters of the Order due 
to the large increase in the number of participants be-
ing too big to fittingly accommodate at the Headquar-

ters. This in itself is a positive problem. An increase in the 
number of participants clearly shows that our Order is 
continually alive !! Our Order is accepting to receive 
some 70 members through investitures every year. To this 
number other Knights/Dames are being accepted from 
other Orders.

A MESSAGE from 
H.E. THE LIEUTENANT-GRAND MASTER

Such movement in increase, would modestly allow one to 
note that the feeling of trust, satisfaction and confidence 
in our Order is being looked up to because of the high 
ideals of our Order both with regards to the Faith and the 
Good Works and also to the old Knightly Traditions that are 
in themselves an appealing challenge, and which give the 
individual the general impression that the Order does live 
up to the ideals of the free world and the rights of humani-
ty.. (…)

3
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Being that the Sovereign Council is the highest authority 
of the Order the convening of it, besides being an im-
portant event, is also, on the personal level, an oppor-
tunity for fellow members coming from all over the 
world to meet and receive favourable experiences from 
the various social and cultural events as held in the pro-
gram. At this point one is to give thanks to the organizers 
who deserve praise for the setting up of such a program 
prepared with great labour. 

However for those many members who would not have 
the possibility to participate, it is important that the level

4

of information is to be ‘tops’, so that such members can 
feel satisfactorily enlightened as to what would take place 
and what would be decided throughout the meeting of 
the Sovereign Council. In this respect the International 
Herald, as always, would be the tool of information.   

It is now time to turn to the Sovereign Council itself. Being 
that it is the most prominent assembly of the Order, I can 
not but not express my satisfaction of it being a very well-
balanced body of our traditional Constitution presenting a 
form of democracy that has roots in the Order way back to 
the Middle Ages - an age when democracy was anything 
else but top priority. The formation of the members of the 
Sovereign Council clearly reflects the great influence that 
the members have when very carefully and conservatively 

choose their Priors and Grand Priors, as their representative 
leaders, who together with the Bailiffs ensure that all mem-
bers and all Units of the Order are represented

The traditional Ecumenical Service which is the responsibility 
of the Ecclesiastical Council, has now become customary 
to be held the day after the Sovereign Council meeting. It is 
the intent that this year the Ecumenical Service will be held 
in a Scottish Church in Valletta. Being that the forming of 
the Ecclesiastical Council made up of Priests and Clerics 
coming from a wide specter of Christian denominations -
Catholic, Anglican, Orthodox, Presbyterian, Lutheran and 
others - is the prerogative of the Grand Master I cannot but 
not observe that the Service besides being truly ecumeni-
cal is also being a solemn and impressive (…)

(…) It is with fervent 
hope that it would 
be possible for many 
a member to be 
able to participate in 
the coming Sove-
reign Council mee-
ting, so that they can 
hopefully get that 
experience of joy 
and satisfaction 
which can be taken 
back home for them 
to share with their 
other members of 
their Priory/Comman-
dery. 
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(…) service. The communion of all Priests and Clerics 
to members of the congregation is a visible example 
of this.

Having said this I auger you all a warm welcome to 
Malta and to the Sovereign Council meeting - be it in 
person or in spirit.

Yours in Christ & in Saint John,

Paul M. BORG, OSJ,
Lt.-Grand Master



Rev. Fr. Niels REFSKOU 
Chairman E.C.
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Meditations on
Faith and Love

One can rightly claim that it was Paul who invented Chris-
tianity. It was he who systematized the preaching of Jesus, 
who brought out the essence of Jesus' words, which we 
must assume were told to Paul, who did not know Jesus 
personally. Paul was educated in the Pharisaic direction, 
but despite his background, Paul came to stand as the 

foremost exponent of the spread of Christianity among the 
non-Jewish peoples. As he writes in the letter to the Gala-
tians: "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 
you are one in Christ Jesus." For Paul, it was not origin or 
gender that mattered - as is the case in Judaism - but only 
faith. By faith alone we are saved, and in faith we are all 
equal before God, the same theme that Luther took up 
when he, so to speak, rediscovered Paul.

Time and again we hear in the Gospels that Jesus rejects 
that man can be saved by works of the law, and thunders 
against the Pharisees' form of obedience to the law. This 
becomes a cardinal point in Paul's theology and later also 
in Luther's. The emphasis that faith alone is decisive must 
not, however, be confused with a rejection of the works of 
love, which unfortunately happens all too often. Works of 
love have a central meaning in our Christian faith, it is just

a matter of understanding that the works of love can 
never be understood as a means to achieve justice, but 
the works of love have their origin in God's love in the 
forgiveness of sins. Man does not do the works of love to 
become righteous, but because he has been justified by 

God in the forgiveness of sins, and thus the works of love 
are in reality the works of God, because they have their 
origin in God's love. Thus, in a person's good works toward 
us, we can see God's love toward us. God's works are 
therefore not tied to obvious miracles, but God's works are 
done through the hands of men. (…)

The Good Samaritan
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(…) The problem with works of love is that we have no 
way of ascertaining their origin with certainty, whether 

they spring from faith or whether they are hypocrisy. As 
Kierkegaard writes in The Works of Love: "The hidden life 
of love is in the innermost, unfathomable, and then 
again in an unfathomable connection with the whole of 
existence. As the calm lake stems from the deep spring 
that no eye saw, so too a person's love has a still deeper 
ground, in God's love. If there were no gushing spring at 
the bottom, if God were not love, then neither would 
there be the little lake nor either a person's love. As the 

calm lake stems darkly from the deep spring, so a per-
son's love originates mysteriously in God's. As the calm 
lake indeed invites you to contemplate it, yet with the

*** (…)

darkness of the reflection prevents you from seeing through 
it, so does love's mysterious origin in God's love prevent you 
from seeing its ground. When you think you see it, it is a re-
flection that deceives you, as if what only hides the deeper 
ground were itself the ground.”

So, we cannot judge a person's righteousness in relation to 
God according to his works, we have only our faith to ad-
here to. For Christ is the end of the law so that there may 
be righteousness for everyone who believes.

Rev. Niels REFSKOU, KJSJ,
Chairman of the 

Ecclesiastical Council.

Skovsø lake (DK)



CITATION on HARVEST

When you are harvesting in your field and 

you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get 

it. Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless 

and the widow, so that the Lord your God 

may bless you in all the work of your hands. 

When you beat the olives from your trees, do 

not go over the branches a second time. 

Leave what remains for the foreigner, the 

fatherless and the widow. When you harvest 

the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over 

the vines again. Leave what remains for the 

foreigner, the fatherless and the widow. 

Remember that you were slaves in Egypt. 

That is why I command you to do this.

Deuteronomy 24:19-22

458



IS ABORTION REALLY A HUMAN RIGHT ?
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On 24 June, the US Supreme Court struck down the landmark Roe v. Wade ruling, overtur-
ning the nearly 50-year-old national right to abortion. The ruling is being fiercely protested in 
the United States and in other countries. René Stockman looks at the case from a historical 
perspective and poses critical questions regarding these protests.

In order to understand where Roe v. Wade comes from, we have to go back to 1973, to the 
immediate aftermath of the May Revolt of 1968, when every taboo associated with sexu-
ality was challenged, free love was openly propagated, and it was considered fashionable 
at hippy festivals to push as many boundaries as possible and, more importantly, to cross 
them.

Majority of seven to two 
In 1969, a 22-year-old single mother of two named Norma McCorvey was living on the 
fringes of society in the US and was seeking an opportunity to have an abortion to end her 
unwanted third pregnancy. The state of Texas only allowed abortions if the mother’s life was 
in danger. Two young female law graduates, clearly captivated by the spirit of the times, 

spoke up for this woman, who was called ‘Jane Roe’ for privacy reasons, and won the case in 1970 to legalize abortion in 
Texas up to the first 24 weeks of pregnancy. The decision came too late for McCorvey because she had been pregnant for 
some time. The child she even-tually gave birth to was adopted and would go down in history as ‘Roe’. As the Texas district 
attorney, Henry Wade, conti-nued to oppose the verdict and pursued further prosecution of abortion, the Supreme Court 
finally came to a decision in January 1973: by a majority of seven to two, abortion was legalized for all states. For almost 50 
years, the Roe v. Wade case stirred up a lot of emotion in the US. It resulted in heated confrontations between the pro-
choice and pro-life movements, pitting the right to abortion as a woman’s right against the unborn child’s right to life.

State regulation returns 
During President Donald Trump’s term of office, a number of US states started to limit the period in which (…)

PRO FIDE: 
IS ABORTION REALLY A HUMAN RIGHT ? (B) 
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matter. This ruling is not about simply banning 

abortion, as some emotionally claim. It is a 
call for serious reflection and for the citizens of 
each state to be given the opportunity once 
again to make an informed decision on the 
matter. The near future will show what people 
in the US really think about this. It does indeed 
deprive abortion of its status as a woman’s 
‘absolute right’ and again pits a woman’s 
right against the right to life of the child she is 
carrying.

Acquired right
Pro-life will always be opposed to pro-choice, 
because their principles are fundamentally 
different. But until now, it seemed, also to us, 
that pro-choice had become an acquired 
right, which could not be challenged, be-
cause who would dare to question or oppose 
absolute self-determination? Those who de-
fended pro-life, on the other hand, were and 
are regarded as backward people who are guided solely by a number of totally outdated traditionalist views with strong 
ideological connotations. Not only are they ridiculed in the media and politically silenced for it, they are also often aggres-
sively deprived of any attempt at serene dialogue with those who hold different views. 

In the run-up to the decision, pro-choice movements attacked churches and disrupted religious services (…)

(…) abortion can be allowed. It is striking that it was once again Texas that reduced the period to six weeks, while other 
states also introduced new restrictions. This led to a new appeal to the Supreme Court, which on 24 June overturned the 
general right to abortion and again gave each individual state the opportunity to develop its own legislation on the

PRO FIDE: 
IS ABORTION REALLY A HUMAN RIGHT ? (B) 
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(…) in many places in the US, but the government turned a blind eye to the violence. Did they see it as a manifestation of 
free speech? In the past, however, there were other reactions when pro-life movements took action – usually without 
violence

Fight against trivialization 

It is indeed time, high time, to stop and think about 
how many millions of innocent children have been 
killed in recent years because of the trivialization of 
abortion. Some are now expressing their indignation 
at the restriction of free access to abortion and are 
even saying that there will be more deaths of 
women due to clandestine abortions. In the light of 
the former, this seems very one-sided or even short-
sighted. They have never before shown any signs of 
indignation at the fact that the number of abortions 
has reached staggering proportions, nor have they 
considered the psychological effects that abortion 
can have on these women themselves. For some, it 
is a trauma that they carry with them for the rest of 
their lives. Therefore, there is a need to further explo-
re how women in emergency situations can be 
helped, without immediately suggesting abortion as 
the only solution. This is the trivialization of abortion

that we must continue to fight against, while defending the absolute protection of all life, from conception to natural 
death.

The Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, as the new Supreme Court decision will go down in history, now offers 
an opening to a more serene debate and a reasoned weighing of the right to life of both the woman and the unborn 
child. However, this will require a refraining from purely emotional reactions, as is currently the case in many (…)

PRO FIDE: 
IS ABORTION REALLY A HUMAN RIGHT ? (B) 
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(…) debates relating to life, to respect for life, and to 
the right – whether or not – to take life into one’s own 
hands. It will also require courage to bring the voice 
of the unborn into the debate on an equal footing.

Frater René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General, Brothers of Charity.

PRO FIDE: 
IS ABORTION REALLY A HUMAN RIGHT ? (B) 

I took a 
DNA test, 
and I am a 
child of God



QUOTE on TECHNOLOGY

I fear the day that 

technology will surpass 

our human interaction. 

The world will have a 

generation of idiots.

Albert EINSTEIN

(1879 - 1955)
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WE WANT 

YOU
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard from all OSJ units. We DO want to know 
how you are doing over there on our motto Pro Fide, pro 
Utilitate Hominum !

Send in your contributions soon for the next 04/2022 edition
in Word format and in separate Jpeg pictures to: 
lambrechtnot@skynet.be, 
by mid November to come, at the latest. 

MANY THANKS !

CALL for CONTENT

THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD
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St. Sunniva of Norway: AID to UKRAINIAN WAR 
REFUGEES.

The Commandery of St. Sunniva of Norway, Ås and Østfold Malteser-

gruppe holds the banner of Redd Barna/Save The Children at Ås youth 

school, Norway.  From the left: Trond, Henry, Ilka, Frank and Tone.

REPORT on: AID to UKRAINIAN WAR REFUGEES, 
Redd Barna /Save The Children & St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)

Millions have been driven to flee their homes, as the war in Ukraine produces a devastating number of broken families.
Redd Barna /Save The Children (a part of an international organization with more than 24.000 employees in 122 countries) 
contributes with primary needs for what is evolving into the largest displacement refugee crisis since World War II (1939-
1945).  

As of August 16th, 2022, over 8.3 million Ukrainians have fled the country, with nearly 5.4 million taking shelter just across 
the border in Poland, (data.unchr.org). This has exceeded the UNHCR’s initial estimate that 4 million Ukrainians - nearly 
10% of the country’s population- would be displaced internationally as a result of conflict.
Reports from the frontline, shows that children have been travelling alone, as their families has not been able to leave 
Ukraine. Some of them, very young at age, were lost or separated after the departure from their homes, due to the chaos 
of war. It has been a long and dangerous trip for most of these kids.

Now the children are facing new challenges, as 
they must adapt to new countries and new 
customs, many of them without close relatives 
and trying to overcome the language barriers
Redd Barna Ås works with a special interest 
towards fundraising and charity events and has 
had a fabulous response to their secondhand 
market in Norway.  Children’s clothing, toys and 
equipment are on sale twice a year in an im-
pressive market with more than 50 volunteers 
taking charge of the event. The markets serve as 
an important marker for sustainable reuse and 
environmental care, initiating the curiosity and 
understanding of our ecofriendly society even 
among the youngest visitors. (…)
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(…) The social acceptance and meaning of that it is totally fine to 
own something that has been used by someone before you, is a 
concept that needs to be broadened in our wealthy societies. At 
the same time, we learn to save our planet from unnecessary 
abuse of prime resources. 
Wanting to hear more from Redd Barna Ås ? You may find them 
at Instagram or Facebook as well. Redd Barna Ås wishes to reach 
out to everyone. Please have a look at (@reddbarnaas), or Bar-
neutstyrshelgen, Redd Barna Ås, at Facebook.
Contributions have helped Save The Children organize and start 
urgent, special attention toward Ukrainian children and their fa-
milies. Hopefully for many, it will help them get through the tran-
sition as smooth a s possible, as the scar of war is a tough com-
panion.  Many families want to go to the home they no longer 
have. Only shattered pieces are what is waiting for the one whom 
once owned a small place they called their own...

REPORT on: AID to UKRAINIAN WAR REFUGEES, 
Redd Barna /Save The Children & St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)

Once you learn how to ride a bicycle, you will never 

forget. Neither will the families receiving the 

donations from Redd Barna/Save The Children.

Redd Barna/Save The 

Children forms a small 

puzzle with great aid 

through important

charity work.

The need for human aid
Humanitarian need of aid is rising rapidly, as the refugees, mainly children and women, esca-
pe to Poland, Romania and other countries close to the borders. Simple necessities as clean 
water, food and shelter are among the indispensable needs, and charity work is an important 
part of offering basic survival tools to the needy.  Things we may take for granted as an every-
day item suddenly means life or death for so many.
As the market closes the doors, leftovers may be donated to charity. The sellers at the second-
hand market, keep 70% of the profit and donate 30% directly to Redd Barna Ås.
We normally ship between 250-500 units of clothes and equipment to Eastern Europe.  The 
donations come from Redd Barna/Save The Children, the church in Ås, schools, welfare 
associations and from private givers.  The Pentecostal church, Vestby Fair Share Norway, 
handles the freight and ensures that goods transition effectively through every stage of their 
journey and arrive safe at their destination. (…)
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****

A busy secondhand market with great bargains 

and offers for any family wanting to reuse and 

spare the climate for unnecessary waste of 

resources. Many of the items found at the 

market, has hardly been used.

REPORT on: AID to UKRAINIAN WAR REFUGEES, 
Redd Barna /Save The Children & St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)

(…) The last couple of years, donations has been shipped to orpha-
nages, schools and poor families in Ukraine.
Ås Maltesergruppe organizes the leftovers from the secondhand 
market, packs the equipment and clothes, and cooperates with Fair 
Share Norway.

A great number of volunteers gather throughout the day, to do their 
best for someone they have never met.
Every year they faithfully accept the challenge to make a humanita-
rian impact for the greater good, and the work is equally important 
to each one attending the secondhand market.
We must listen to the children. Their concerns are serious, and we 
never, ever give up on a child! says an older lady in the crew. She is 
close to 80 years old, but she has no plans of stopping as a volunteer. 
For the last 16 years or more, she has been one of the happy faces 

greeting everyone here. The 24th of September 2022, this lovely Lady 
will be back at the secondhand market in Ås, together with many 
other charity workers from Redd Barna Ås/Save The Children.

A metamorphosis of the Japanese word Kintsugi comes to mind, 
meaning the art of repairing broken pottery by mending the areas of 
breakage with lacquer dusted or mixed with powdered gold, silver or 
platinum.  Many of us break a bowl or a thing and think: garbage.  
But the Japanese encourages us to see potential for beauty in recon-

structing the broken pieces.  Built on the idea that embracing flaws 
and imperfections, you can create an even stronger, more beautiful 
piece of art.  Every break is unique and instead of repairing an item 
like new, the 400 years-old technique highlights the “scars” as part of 
the design.  Using this as a metaphor for healing ourselves teaches us 
an important lesson:  Sometimes in the process of repairing things 
that have broken, we create something more unique, beautiful (…)

A lovely lady serves a greater good. Every smile and 

every moment have a reward:  A feeling of unselfish 

happiness for those who needs us.
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****
*******************

Tone H. H. Bull-Kjølaas Frank JAKOBSEN,
Prior,

Nordic Priory

REPORT on: AID to UKRAINIAN WAR REFUGEES, 
Redd Barna /Save The Children & St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)

(…) and resilient.  Maybe all those broken families out there are the greatest makers 
of the philosophy.

The whole idea of giving and receiving, has emotional rewards and a healing pur-
pose, and there is no difficult situation that comes our way without a purpose. In 
our work we find a purpose.
As is the act of expressing gratitude for the good and the bad. Practicing gratitude 
is also about living in the present moment and not wishing for things you don’t 
have. Everything happens for a reason, and the purpose is us all becoming better, 
resilient individuals.  Charity is a grateful way of re-turning our blessings.
Thank you to all of you, for overcoming challenges, and being a  better version of 
yourself with all of your golden cracks. Thank you for believing that one person can 

make a change, and thank you for standing up for the most needed.  
Genesis 2:7 “The Lord God formed the man from the soil of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being”
Matthew 22:37 “Love the Lord your God with all your strenght and with all your 
mind and love your neighbour as yourself”.

With love and affection,
A big, fraternal hug from Norway.



QUOTE on TYRANNIES

The greatest 

tyrannies 

are always 

perpetrated 

in the name 

of the noblest 

causes. 

Thomas Paine 
(1737-1809)
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CHARITY: OSCARSBORG Event
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)
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****
*******************

A beautiful day at OSCARSBORG 
FORTRESS
Saturday 27th of August 2022

Ås Maltesergruppe and BFK, The Children’s 
Cancer Association in Oslo and Akershus, had 
the privilege of inviting 50 children and their 
families to the 8th annual dream day.

The weather gods blessed the Norwegian fjord 
and maritime island of Oscarsborg with a light 
mist in the earlier hours of the morning, and 
around eleven o’clock the sun broke through 
the skies and illuminated the day with summer 
temperatures.

We have greatly enjoyed barbecues, refresh-
ments and crab-fishing. Rides on the sea with the 
exciting RIB departing from the quay, and stun-
ning views from the company AIRLIFT helicopter. 
Even a crash-course in CPR was very welcomed 
by younger and older ones, introduced with a 
brand-new app, performed by instructors from 
The Red Cross Vestby and Ås. You may down-
load the app yourself, at Laerdal Medical.
Times definitely change…

Some have made new friends, and some have 
met old ones again. Others may have felt as 
they knew everyone.
(…)

CHARITY: OSCARSBORG Event
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)



CHARITY: OSCARSBORG Event
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)
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****
*******************

Frank JAKOBSEN,
Prior,
Nordic Priory

CHARITY: OSCARSBORG Event
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)

(…) This is what charity from the heart brings 
out.
Togetherness.
Our appreciation is truly yours, and only yours.
For giving of your time and energy, we would 
like to humbly thank you all, may your life be 
blessed with the same grace you so gently 

give.

Thank you for making our dream day a tradi-
tion, and thank you for the encouragement, 
giving our dear guests a well-earned break in 
the battle of life.

We are already looking forward to seeing you 
all next year !

Pro Fide, Pro utilitate Hominum.



Next SOVEREIGN COUNCIL: 
OCTOBER 29th, 2022. 
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The SOVEREIGN COUNCIL 2022 will be held on

Saturday 29th October 2022

Location: Victoria Hotel/the Palace, Sliema, Malta.

The ECUMENICAL SERVICE will be held on Sunday 30th October.

Free private organ CONCERT in the St. John’s Co-Cathedral,

OSJ only, offered by the Benelux Grand Priory. 

Reknown baroque specialist Chev. Luc PONET performing, 

on Friday October 28th. Doors: 19:00 hrs.



From FAITH to BELIEF modern belief (theism) or unbelief (atheism) is tied up with 
the acceptance or rejection of apologetics: the possibility 
to demonstrate in a rational way that there is a God and

23

Recently, I read a very interesting paper by the Antwerp 
philosopher of religion Walter van Herck. In his paper he 
investigates how the traditional conception of the Christian 
creed and dogmas underwent fundamental change un-
der the influence of modern ideas on religion developed 
by philosophers like Leibniz, Kant and French enlighten-
ment thinkers. They claimed that unless religion could de-
fend itself ‘before the tribunal of reason’ it was not worthy 
of or acceptable by modern individuals. Religion had to 
show that it had a rational core that even non-believers 
could hardly reject. This is the origin of modern apologetics 
of religion. The modern view on religion gradually became 
accepted and predominant even in Christian circles. The 
result being that now even Christians have a conception of 
their own faith very different from the premodern view to 
be found, for example, in Thomas Aquinas and his contem-
poraries, whether theologians or ordinary believers. 

The change can be summed up in this formula: ‘from faith 
to belief’. This change is not simply a conceptual change, 
it is a substantial cultural-religious change. Being religious or 
not (in the modern sense) is seen primarily in terms of the 

difference between holding or rejecting a certain number 
of beliefs or opinions - centrally the belief that there is a 
God, the ultimate origin of all things, whose nature is 
characterized by properties like wisdom, goodness, justice, 
etc., all possessed in perfection. The difference between

REFLECTIONS on

from FAITH to BELIEF

that his essence is a 
real possibility (and 
not an internal con-
tradiction like the 
square circle). 

Typically, modernity 
puts the individual 
and individual free-
dom and rationality 
centerstage. This 
meant a sea-
change in the view 
on religion as well: 
whereas before 
religion was seen as 
a communal affair, 
now it is the result of 
individual thinking 
and of the choice 
of the individual for 
one or other deno-
mination.

******onderschrift foto********

What is characteristic of the premodern view of religious 

belief? It is fundamentally an attitude of trust, as (…)

Thomas Aquinas



(…) expressed by the Latin word for religious belief: ‘fides’, 
faith in God. To be a believer is not primarily holding or jud-
ging a certain number of beliefs or opinions to be true (in 
the first place that there is a God). It is leading the sort of life 
in which religious virtues of trust and love of God are pre-
dominant. That there is a God is not the foundation of 
religious belief, it is an implication of the attitude of trust vis-
à-vis the One whose presence is overwhelming. Premodern 
belief is spontaneous, communal faith in the God revealed 
in Jesus Christ, not belief that Something or Someone exists 
as a so-and-so. The real meaning of the creed (Credo) is 
not the holding as true of a (more or less weird) doctrine. 
Credo comes from the Latin ‘cor dare’: surrendering one’s 
heart to the loved One. That’s why the Credo is sung! It is a 
love song, (morally) incompatible with doubt. It is not the 
stating of a certain number of opinions (always debatable 
like all opinions). The creed or ‘symbolon of faith’ (as it is 
also called) is uttered by the faithful as a token of adhe-
rence to the Trinity and to the community (in early Christian 
times supposedly a short version of the creed was used as a 
kind of code or password). Christians do not believe in 
dogmas because they make sense rationally; they believe 
in them because they express divine ‘mysteries’ graciously 

revealed to them. They are part of religious life and prac-
tice: they ‘in-form’ (give form to) our prayers. Christians 
accept these truths because they trust a Person or his repre-
sentatives: you do not doubt the truths entrusted by some-
one you love and trust. Doubt is morally wrong! According 
to Thomas Aquinas belief as faith is a subdivision of the 
virtue of justice: giving God his due. Belief as faith is charac-
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terized by certainty; but it is not the certainty of a formula 
or a proof. The opposite of religious certainty is not doubt 
or uncertainty (with respect to propositions), but existential 

despair. This may originate in the feeling that God is hiding 
himself from us. As in the case of a solar eclipse, so it is with 
‘Gottesfinsternis’ (a term I borrow from the famous Jewish 
philosopher Martin Buber): God seems to have vanished 
from our life, but of course He is still there. This God-eclipse, 
even if it lasts for many years, can be no reason to give up 
one’s faith, as Mother Teresa demonstrated in her life.

The premodern view of incredulity (disbelief), superstition 

and atheism is – as one would expect - also fundamentally 
different from the way these terms will be understood later. 
In their traditional sense, they are not primarily concerned 
with holding or rejecting opinions; they are primarily moral 
notions. Pagan incredulity is belief (!) or faith in false gods, 
usually combined with superstition (trust in the ritual mani-
pulability of the gods). What is rejected in Christian religion 
is not ritual, but superstitious ritual: ritual claiming to possess 
keys to influence the gods in one’s favor. A heretic is not 
someone who does not believe, but someone who rejects 
particular elements of the true creed. He is also called an 
‘infidel’: literally, someone who is unfaithful, unfaithful to 
God and to the community. That’s why pagans are 
(morally) less to blame than heretics, even though pagans 
may be farther away from the true faith than heretics. 
Atheists are not the opposite of believers; atheism is again 
a moral category. Like everybody else, atheists do know 
the truth, but they do not live according to it; (…)
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(…) they live a cynical, immoral form of life ‘as if there 
were no God’. Therefore, the accusation of atheism is the 
worst possible accusation. Not surprising that, even at the 
beginning of the modern age, Spinoza was considered a 
real anomaly: he rejected the Jewish-Christian God and 
yet seemed to lead a morally righteous life. He himself 
expressly and vigorously rejected the accusation of athe-
ism.

With the change from faith to belief (in the modern sen-
se), differences like those between pagans, infidels or 
heretics no longer made sense: from the modern point of 
view, they are all belief-systems that are equally proble-
matic. To the contrary, atheism, the denial of theistic be-
liefs on rational grounds, is now a perfectly respectable 
intellectual position. Agnosticism, doubt about fundamen-
tal religious affirmations, is a typically new, modern posi-
tion; it is shared by very many of our contemporaries. It is 
particularly religious belief that has now to demonstrate its 
credentials and its innocence. Religions are often, some-
times strongly, tied up with superstition-involving rituals; 
religions invade the public space with their practices and 
their sensibilities as to blasphemy or sacrilege. For the 
secular mind, all this makes religious belief a priori proble-
matic, almost inevitably linked with intolerance and strife. 
The difference between pagan, heretical or orthodox 
religion becomes blurred.
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In a previous reflection, I discussed the revolutionary chan-
ge taking place in the Christian mindset at the beginning 
of modernity, under the influence of the birth of modern

science. I termed it ‘the secularization of Christian theology’. 
As I just showed, a number of other, related changes took 
place: the change from religion seen as faith to religion seen
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primarily as a cog-

nitive belief-system; 
the change from 
religion as deeply 
and substantially 
communal towards 
religion being pri-
mordially an indivi-
dual affair. These 
changes were 

greatly propaga-
ted all over Europe 
by enlightenment 
thinkers (especially 
French ‘philoso-
phers’ like Bayle, 
Voltaire, Diderot 
and d’Alembert). 
They pleaded for a 

radical purification 
of religion, redu-

cing it to rationally acceptable beliefs and divorced from 
ceremonies and rituals (in fact they advocated a deistic 
religion, the forerunner of atheism). This, so they hoped, 
would lead to a tolerant and peaceful society.  

Gradually the enlightened view on (…)



(…) religion infiltrated religious circles themselves, even 
the views of church-leaders. Surreptitiously, age-old, 
traditional ideas about the substance of religion were 
replaced by modern, enlightened ones. The clearest 
proof of this is the importance given by the defenders of 
religion to modern apologetics, implying – without this 
being fully realized – that religion is fundamentally or 
primordially a belief-system requiring rational defense of its 
major propositions (dogmas). Symptomatic is the way in 
which religious leaders and catechists today address the 
problem of doubt and certainty in the religious life. As I 
mentioned, in the traditional view doubt was not primarily 
cognitive doubt (doubt about some or other proposition), 
it was existential doubt. This doubt is a temptation, morally 
problematic if one gives too much into it; it is comparable 
to doubt and suspicion about a loved one (for example 
out of jealousy). In the modern view, religious doubt is 
seen primarily as cognitive doubt, doubt about the truth 
or rationality of certain propositions or ideas (especially 
the dogma’s expressed in the creed). Today, religious 
doubt is no longer forbidden, it is supposed to be natural 
and even good. Religious believers should not run away 
from doubt; on the contrary, they should allow doubt be-
cause this may lead to stricter investigation of one’s 
beliefs and to finding ways or means of strengthening 
them. Unfortunately, this seems to put the believer in a 
situation of ‘catch 22’: either the doubt is not serious 
doubt, simply a way to reaffirm one’s beliefs; or it is serious 
and then there does not seem to be an end to it (all 
opinions can be questioned endlessly).
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***

***

The roaring sixties meant the beginning of the end of 
common, traditional Christian religion in Western Europe. 
Since then, secularization has become truely pervasive: 
atheism or agnosticism are now the default positions of 
very many of our contemporaries (and no longer of a 

few intellectuals and scientists). We are not even living in 
a situation of Gottesfinsternis, but in that of Nietzsche’s 
‘Got ist tod’ (and almost completely forgotten). Christian 
apologetics and individual spirituality do not seem capa-
ble of providing an answer in this predicament: they 
rather seem to be part of the problem. Genuine religious 
faith presupposes a personal, living relationship with 
Christ as a real presence, and through Christ with God. 
This cannot be the result of the individual arriving at cer-

tain convictions or judgments concerning certain propo-
sitions. Faith rather presupposes a context in which indi-
viduals share a way of life: a way centered around 
communal prayer and liturgy; a way of life also of which 
outsiders say ‘look how they care for each other’. In such 
a communal way of life Christ is not an idea or a moral 
example, but a Presence addressed in song and prayer, 
and met in the Eucharist. In such a communal context, a 
temporary ‘Gottesfinsternis’ is bearable thanks to one’s 
sharing in the faith of others. The problem is where to find 
or how to resurrect communities in which faith can 
flourish? 

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ
Prof. Em., Philosophy dept., 

Catholic University of Leuven (B).
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CITATION
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He will judge between the nations and will settle 

disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares and 

their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor 

will they train for war anymore.

Isaiah 2:4
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Oudenaarde (B), June 19th, 2022.                                                                                    
IMPRESSIONS of a DONATE
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Belgium, in the centre of Europe, known for its chocolate, its fries, 
beers, and the world record ‘country that has been without a 
government for the longest time', has a wonderful operation 
regarding the Order of St John. With different commanderies, 
spread all over the country in 'the Priory of the Low Countries’ 
realm, it was 'Commandery Flanders’ turn to organise the grand, 
annual St John's Celebration with a solemn Investiture. 
Belgium has many beautiful places. One of those particularly 
appreciated places is the historical town of Oudenaarde, loca-
ted in the province of East Flanders, just below Ghent. The city is 
known for its many breweries, historical buildings and world-
famous green tapestries. Its beautiful town hall and the 3rd lar-
gest market place in the country are also true pearls in the heart 
of the Flemish Ardennes. For the sports lovers among us, the 
arrival of 'de Ronde van Vlaanderen' is also located in this city. 
The St. John's Celebration, bundled into one weekend, consisted 
of four parts: the Knight’s Wake, the celebration of the birth of 
John the Baptist, the solemn Investiture and a festive banquet.

18 June 2022 - the Knight's Wake
For the first time, the Knights' Watch was organised on the eve of 
the great Celebration of St John. Many Knights and Dames from 
all over the country stayed overnight in a beautiful hotel on the 
edge of the Scheldt. The fact that everything was organised in 
one weekend created an extra companionship. (…)

****

Oudenaarde’s

reknown gothic

town hall 

by night
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(…) A beautiful invitation with nice pictures and the 
slogan 'Non nobis domine sed nomini tuo da gloriam' - 'Not for 
us, Lord, but in Your name and for Your glory' - was dropped in 
the mailboxes of the many Hospital Knights in the Flemish part 
of the country. Entries followed quickly as many looked for-
ward to a warm reunion after that terrible period of lockdowns 
and curfews. 
The historic Church of Our Lady of the Nativity 'Pamele' was 

the setting for all the weekend's festivities. Not only this week-
end was history written at this place... Built between 1234 and 
1300, this church in Scheldt Gothic was also the place where 
Margaretha of Parma, daughter of Charles V, was baptised. 
Besides the unique character of the church, the decoration 
with the most beautiful flowers, all in white and red, the co-
lours of the Order, created a special atmosphere. The atmo-
sphere is perfect for such a celebration. A beautiful panel with 
a unique picture of a sculpture representing St. John the 
Baptist completed the picture. For some, it had been a long 
time since they had seen each other. The greetings were all 
the more warm, topped off with a wonderful layer of Faith in 
what is good.
In the choir area of the church, the Knights and Dames -to-be 
could give their testimonies. In peace and intimacy, with 
candlelight and silence interspersed with beautiful songs, we 
heard the most diverse, but very sincere motivatons why 
people take the step to join the Order. It was gripping, capti-
vating, often moving and particularly interesting to hear the 
candidate Knights tell of their commitment to the Order, each 
from their own experience and context. For everyone, the 
Knight's Wake offers an opportunity for self-reflection on one's 
own commitment to the Order, in life. (…)
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(…) There was a warm feeling of brotherly security among those present, which is not 
always obvious in this time and world that challenges us. 
As the church was just on the other side of the Scheldt river, it was an ideal opportunity to 
walk across a drawbridge towards the city centre after the Knights’ Wake. This was 
accompanied by a fun guided walk. The explanation was given by one of the donates 
with a big heart for 'his city'. Special places were discovered and approved by the 
interested attendees. A joke left and right, interspersed with special stories ensured that 
time flew by and the table was soon ready for dinner. 
The presence of so many Knights and Dames on the eve of the St John Celebration is a 
fine confirmation for the organisers, but also a sign that the Order is a particularly affection-
nate and a successful Order in Belgium. An Order to which people with heart and soul, 
with a sincere belief, want to belong... 

19 June 2022 – St. John's Celebration 
Already early in the morning there was a meeting with breakfast and deliciously roasted 
coffee to start the day in a good atmosphere. This moment was used to organize a photo 
shoot with all members present and dignitaries within the Order. James Bond or Cat-
woman were nothing compared to this...

A well-organised bus transfer from the party 
location to the city centre, followed by the 
line-up of the procession with some 160 people 
present, ensured that the procession found its 
way in all serenity and dignity along the 
Scheldt to the Pamele Church, the site of the 
Solemn High Mass with the induction of the 
new donats and the investiture of the new 
Knights and Dames.

The celebration was presided over by the 
present Prelate, chaplains and deacons of the 
Priory, as well as by the bishop of the East (…)
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(…) Flanders diocese, whose presence was a pleasure to expe-
rience and to feel his affection towards the Order. Five wonder-
ful donates and seven exceptional Knights and Dames pledged 
the oath in this unique setting. 
The entire Eucharist was accompanied by majestic music and 

songs from the Renaissance and Baroque periods, performed by 
the Quilisma Ensemble and the string quartet Ganda Ensemble, 
framing a soprano and a countertenor soloist, flute, oboe and 
organ. 
The Prior, the Commander, the persons in charge of the ceremo-
ny, the Chancellor, the Herald, the Ministers... they all ensured a 
unique experience for everyone present. The lyrics, the music, 
the protocol, the message were enjoyed. An unspoken connec-
tion was forged by this celebration. 

(…) Closing ceremony
After the ceremony, the buses drove back to the party location, 
where the hall was cosily decorated to round off the festive 
weekend in Flanders. A meal, in the company of the Bishop, 
preceded by an official photo opportunity was the icing on the 
cake. 

Between the feasts, there were some official ceremonies. Tribu-
tes were paid to certain attendees, decorations and promotions 
were handed out. 

To enjoy this wonderful weekend, each attendee received a USB 
stick with all the music and songs from the celebrations on it, as 
well as delicious chocolate with the coat of arms of the Vlaan-
deren Commandery. (…)
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Our newly invested Brothers and Sisters in ArmsOur newly accepted Donates

32

Mgr. Lode Van Hecke, Bishop East-Flanders diocese, 

leading the service

By the powers invested on me by 

the Lieutenant Grandmaster, …
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(…) Superlatives abound in thank-you emails. Thanks to all invol-
ved, both in terms of organisation and attendance. 

Frederic DEVOS,
Donate

Flowers for the magnificent

organizing committee

The banquet
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INVESTITURE/FEAST OF ST. JOHN Low Countries Priory (B)
On the STATUE of ST. JOHN

Geert AUDOORE, KJSJ
Commander 

Vlaanderen Cdry.

Explanation on the statue of John The Baptist 
”Choose Jesus as Life guide” 
Saint John celebration

Sculptor: Herman De Somer
Photography : Nicolas Goossens

By courtesy of the Abbey of the Benedict Order in Dendermonde

The statue depicts John as a small, frail almost emaciated figure who abases him-
self to the Stronger One, who is about to baptise with fire and spirit instead of water. 
The statue evokes the ascetic preacher in the desert as John is portrayed in the gospels: he is 
wearing a rough coat of camel hairs and a leather belt. 
Moreover the Saint Jacob’s scallop and the pilgrim’s staff make him an advisor, a leader for any-
one who is consciously willing to achieve their life path. 
Most striking is the strong gesture made by the penance pastor: the hand reaching out and the 
finger pointing out. John is directing away from his own person. He is pointing to the arrival of the 

Messiah. In this gesture he recognizes Jesus and acknowledges Him as the Son of God, as the Lamb 
of God who takes away all the sins of the world. 
In the  combination of the two pilgrim’s motives and the indicating gesture John compells us to go 
on a journey as knights, to cross the desert and to follow Jesus on our  path of life. 
The words of the psalm ”Non nobis Domine, non nobis, sed Nomini Tuo da gloriam – not to us Lord, 
not to us, but to Thy Name, give all honour”, illustrates the attitude and the message of John The 
Baptist. He claims no honour for himself, but only wants to direct to the Messiah. He incites us to 
conversion. It is a profound and lifelong  conversion that each human has to go through, it is obli-
teration, it is not  a closed egocentric existence, but rather in a welcoming of Jesus, constantly live 

for the other. 
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Yes, you must live life 

beautifully and not allow

the spirit of the world -

that makes gods of 

power, richess and 

pleasure - make you to

forget that you have 

been created for greater

things. 

Mother Theresa



‘It can't be a party every day’…
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… but the name day of our patron saint St John had to 
be celebrated.

The otherwise quiet, rural village of Moerkerke (near 
Bruges, Belgium) was shaken awake again on June 26 
by the Prioratus Flandriæ. All registers were opened 
again as in the period before corona. It was not since 
2019 that this familiar location was the scene of the 
festivities of our priory. The prior of the Priory of the Low 
Countries, Luc Vanerum, was also present at the invi-
tation of Fra Luc Van Eeckhout.

Preceded by two flag bearers, some twenty knights 
marched from the ancient castle of Moerkerke to the 
Sint-Dionysius church for the Eucharistic celebration, led 
by E.H. Stefaan Franco, chaplain of the order. The musi-
cal accompaniment was provided by the fantastic 
soprano Liedewijde Inghelbrecht and the well-known 
Bruges organist Ignace Michiels.

After the mass we witnessed the solemn adoubation
ceremony to Knight of Honor of Fra Francis Van Gulck
from Schoten (near Antwerp).

What is a party without an extensive reception, a 
delicious banquet and a nice glass (or more)? Didn't 
Epicurus teach us to live well? Moerkerke Castle is not 
only a unique location for any celebration, it is the(…)



37

2022 INVESTITURE
PRIORATUS FLANDRIAE Priory (B)

(…) perfect place to enjoy home-grown gastronomic 
cuisine. Again we were spoiled with a range of 
exquisite dishes and adapted wines.

Although some brothers and sisters were unable to 
attend due to health reasons, this day was a boost for 
our social life.

Many thanks to Fra Jean-Marie Van Wijnsberghe for 
the photos.

Erwin Vandecauter, KGSJ, 

Newly

invested

Knight 

Francis 

Van Gulck
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As many have learned 

and later taught: 

you don't realize 

Jesus is all you need 

until 

Jesus is all you have.

Tim Keller
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REFLECTIONS on
LIVING FEARLESSLY in a world of chaos 

Many people come to me and talk about their worries, their anxieties. I suggest them to sit quietly, meditate and pray. 
After feeling the calmness within, I suggest to think of alternate ways to resolve the problem they are facing. Ignoring 
problems will not solve them, but worrying about these will not solve the problems either. 
Meditate until you become calm; then put your mind on your problem and pray deeply for God’s help. Say to the Lord: 
‘I cannot solve my problem alone, even if I thought many different thoughts, but I can solve it by placing it in Your 
hands, asking for your Guidance and then following through by thinking out the various angles for the possible solution.‘ 
God helps those who help themselves. When your mind is calm and filled with Faith after praying to God in meditation, 
you are able to see various answers to your problems and because your mind is calm, you are capable of picking out 

the best solution. Follow that solution and you will meet with success. This is applying the science of religion in your daily 
life. 
Meditate with patience and persistence. In the gathering calmness, you will enter the realm of soul intuition. Throughout 
the ages, those beings who attained enlightenment were those who had recourse to this inner world of God-
communion. Jesus said: ‘But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.‘ ( 
Matthew 6:6 ) Go within the Self, closing the door of the senses and their involvement with the restless world, and God 
will reveal to you all His wonders. 
If you live with the consciousness that you are His child and that He is your Father, and make up your mind to do your 
best with utmost determination, then in spite of obstacles, and even if you make mistakes, His power will be there to help 

you out. 

Inez Vermeulen, DGSJ,
Intendant

Loon Commandery,
Low Countries (B) 

The more you are motivated by love, the more fearless 
and free your action will be.

Dalai Lama

"Fear doesn't exist anywhere except in the mind.
Dale Carnegie
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OSJ International CHARITY:
Intermediate REPORT: ST. JOHN’S VILLAGES BURUNDI

The OSJ International Community, along with and on suggestion by the Low Countries Priory, supported the Project for
the Batwa People in Burundi: the ST. JOHN’S VILLAGES. This is an intermediate report from behalve of our undisputable
driving force over there and over here: Chev. Marc Van Huffel and his spouse Jeannette. 

Like any building project in the world, due to covid, the project has suffered from delays in delivery of building mate-
rials. This is an issue in all of the world, and one may triple the issue’s effects in Africa in time loss as well as in severity.
Besides the time loss, covid and the economical crisis evolving from it caused massive price raises in Burundi during
the last three years. The initial budget was based on the building prices and wages in 2018. In 2022 some building
materials’ prices tripled or even quadrupled. Just to give you an idea: The Christian Mutual Assistance organisation
Christelijke Mutualiteit – one of our very loyal project partners in the Burundi project – is building offices in the region at
the moment; the budget was accurately calculated in 2021, and the actual building cost will be a staggering 250% of
the cost budgetted so near as in 2021.
Add to that the devaluation of the Euro-currency with a fifth of its value to Burundese Francs
On top of all that, a governments decision to move the administration capital of Burundi 
from the town of Bujumbura to ‘our’ region of Gitega, prices of terrain exploded to five 
times the value when the project was budgetted.
More than this, after litterally decades of considerations and lingering, the governor now
decided and declared that the for decades awaited railroad to be built in the wide area 
would cross or at least dangerously neighbour the already purchased terrain of 35,000 
square meters where the St. John’s Villages would be built. Quite some game changer, as 
you will understand. A new 36,407 m² terrain was purchased in Mahonda and an additio-

nal 4,500 m² terrain in Mogo. The OSJ International aid budget isn’t already involved in this
stage: the price and administration costs for the purchase of the building area are provi-
ded by our other generous partners in the project. 
The building phase is where the OSJ kicks in, and the building has now started. Our project “Villages St.Jean” (St. John’s
Villages) got a lot of attention and support in Flanders as well as in Burundi. The former Archbishop of Gitega, Mgr.
Simon Ntamana, and de current Archbishop, Mgr. Bonaventure Nahimana, lend their full support to our project. So the
scoop was improved from 25m² clay houses to 60 m² brick homes. With each brick house of ca. 60m², we will provide a

private terrain of 500 m², and in separate brick buildings: a kitchen, shower, eco-toilet and a 1,000 liter rain water con-
tainer. And each garden will have its own small plantation with vegetables and quality banana trees. (…)
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500 m² 
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Intermediate REPORT: ST. JOHN’S VILLAGES BURUNDI

General Mwogo vilage lay-out Construction works: a St. John’s Village house

(…) To maintain the own vegetables garden and banana trees and to keep some goats will be an additional source of
nutritious food and income, serving as a accountability and self-sufficiency element of life. As such, the St. John’s Villages
will be an ecological and social pilot project for the wider region and the whole country.
In Mwogo a water pipe system was built at a cost of € 10.000 (USD 10,152; AUD 14,819) funded by generous sponsors.
In Mwogo the actual building works started as well to get the terrain ready for construction, to build five type family houses
and the multi-purpose community house. The planning is to have some 30 houses, like the one on the picture hereabove,
built in 2022 en 2023.
And to confirm that a circle is completed here: the State Secretary of Burundi competent for the Twa people has achieved
his studies by support of the OSJ. How’s that for a boost ?
Of course, we most gratefully keep you posted after the next work and audit visit to Burundi at the end of this month !

(Ed.)

Marc & Jeannette 

VAN HUFFEL
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1926 – 2022: A LIFE OF SERVICE 
AND DEDICATION

REST IN THE PEACE 
OF THE LORD,
YOUR MAJESTY
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REPORT: PRIORY OF VICTORIA

Operation Hospitaller
In these troubled times it can be all too easy to become immersed in the darker side of life and yet if we open our eyes 
a little wider we are able to see so many examples of wonderful works spreading joy and comfort to those whose lives 
have been shaped, through no fault of their own, and effected by traumas they have experienced. Our Order through 
Operation Hospitaller is committed to bringing relief to such a group of people and is providing an escape  mechanism 
whereby we are funding periods of respite enabling those effected  to have a break away from the triggers which all 
too often reignite the situations which caused them to fall victim to mental disorders such as PTSD. Below you will see a 
letter sent to us by Mark Thomas who is the founder  and co-ordinator of the CODE 9 foundation set up to care for these 
unfortunate people  clearly demonstrating the benefits of the respite we are providing. A huge thankyou to all who 
have contributed to our fund  for this work and we do appeal to all other members of our Order, if possible, to assist us 
further.

“Together we can make a difference”
Chevalier David Rew KGSJ 

Chairman  
Major Events Committee

“Good evening David, now that I am back in the real world (had a week in Tasmania trekking and then a week in QLD
with the family), will give you an update.
An ill health retired Victoria Police member sent this through after having a weekend away, "This Break enabled my wife
& I to spend some 1 on 1 time with our youngest son, who has been deeply & continually affected by my PTSD and
greatly benefited from our direct attention we were able to give him, away from his brothers. Greatly needed and
deeply appreciated. Thank you Code 9".
We currently have a member in Adelaide on a pre-arranged trip but we tacked on a couple of nights for him. His
feedback so far has been brilliant. Will pass that on once he is back and see if he has more to add.
We have a partner of a former member booked in next month and although I cannot explain the reasons, she has been
to hell and back. Incredibly well deserved.
Will send more when it comes in !
Hope you are well.
Regards
Mark Thomas (Co-Ordinator) (…)

PRIORY OF VICTORIA (AU)
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(…)
Feast of our Patron, Sunday June 26th 2022.
The St. John The Baptist Association celebrated the Feast of our Patron on Sunday June 26th 2022. Surprisingly the
inclement weather did not deter the number of attendees to the Celebratory Mass held at Holy Eucharist Church in St.
Albans, Melbourne, Victoria.
The Feast of our Blessed Patron was celebrated with great gusto by the members of this Association and the local
Parishioners, after 2 years of repeated cancellations no expense was spared to make this a great success.

Mass was celebrated in both Maltese and Australian by Parish Priest Fr. Minh Tran SJ and Fr. John Malia, supported by the
great voices of the Polynesian Choir.

PRIORY OF VICTORIA (AU)
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Our Priory was represented by Chev. 
Damien Nodesa, CGSJ, Dame 
Maureen Gatt DGSJ and Chev. 
Vincent Gatt KJSJ. (pictured right)
The St. John Association were also 
Celebrating their 40th Anniversary 
and mention was made of our long 
standing relationship, the Mass was 
also beamed Live to Malta.

Unfortunately due to repeated 
showers the Procession and Fire-
works had to be cancelled, so after 
Mass all were invited to partake in 
refreshments and good fellowship in the large School Hall, as usual we were made very welcome and enjoyed the Pasta
Dishes and some Maltese Pastizzi.
Next year will be our 25th Anniversary of participation in these Celebrations.
On behalf of the Prior I thanked the President Mrs. Rita Attard and their Secretary Mrs. Joyce Azzopardi (pictured above
at the base of the statue of St. John) for again extending an Invitation to us and their wonderful Hospitality. The 2022
Committee is pictured above centre right.

Chevalier Vincent GATT, KJSJ
Victorian Priory Malta Liaison

(…)
*



Victorian Prior’s summary report to annual Chaper meeting, 
25 june 2022.

Greetings.
The past two months have yielded a mixture of reasons to celebrate, 
a pause for reflection, events to remember, members to congratu-

late, and the sudden, tragic passing of a much loved member of 
the Ballarat Commandery.
Within the Grand Priory,  three Investitures, Luncheons, Annual Chap-
ter Meetings have crowded out our Diaries in June/July, it has been 
a very busy time for many members. Interstate travel schedules sent 
spinning—flights cancelled, planes late, with some actually taking 
off and landing at the scheduled time!
Those to be invested, waiting in anticipation, the drafting and 
printing of Orders of Service, Notices of Meetings, Agendas, 

(…)
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(…)
A Service of Investiture and Thanksgiving      
The Investiture was performed at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Frankston, 
Victoria, on 25 June 2022, to invest the following new Knight and Dames: 
Chevalier Professor Robert Love, ONZM KSJ, Dame Patricia  Anderson, JP 
DSJ, Dame Jacinta Harmer, DSJ, and Dame Harriet Fennell, DSJ.
The Service took place in the beautiful precinct of St Paul’s Anglican 
Church conducted by Grand Priory Prelate Chevalier Reverend Canon 
David O’Neill KJSJ and assisted by Parish Vicar The Reverend Claudia 
Mauracher; and presided over by the Grand Prior of Australasia, Bailiff 
David Wilckens OSJ. 
The grandeur of the ceremony and the reverence of the time honoured
liturgy and singing was complemented by musicians Organist Mrs. Chris 
Hughes, and Trumpeters Angus O'Shea and Joseph Tobias. The Service of 
Investiture was preceded by the Victorian Priory’s Annual Chapter Mee-
ting at which the new members were introduced to their peers.
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L-R: Chevalier Professor Robert LOVE, ONZM 

KSJ, Dame Patricia  ANDERSON, JP DSJ, Dame 

Jacinta HARMER, DSJ,  Chevalier Rev. Colin 

HONEY, KSJ, and Dame Harriet FENNELL, DSJ.
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(…) Annual Reports, Promotions, Diplomas, menu deliberations for Celebratory  Luncheons, all coupled together with 
the awareness of the stress experienced by many members and families whose plans have been suddenly disaffected 
by the flu and COVID.
But somehow, it all came together, and we had a great time of sharing, listening to positive reports of the wonderful 
work carried out in the name of our founder, meeting new people, reacquainting ourselves with others who have not 
been able to travel or to attend OSJ functions or services, and enjoying the fellowship of others within our Order.

The Mornington Peninsula Gippsland Group, took on the responsibility for hosting the Victorian Priory’s June Investiture 
and Luncheon in Frankston.  Led by Chevalier Alex Anderson OAM KJSJ, and his close knit group of members on the 
Peninsula, each played their part to ensure that arrangements and contingencies went according to the script. 
During June, news came of the Lieutenant Grand Master’s decision to appoint our Grand Prior, Chevalier David 
Wilckens to the rank of Grand Cross of Saint John, which was quickly updated by  another notification announced by 
Grand Prior Emeritus, Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ that our Grand Prior had newly been  appointed a Bailiff, much to his 
enormous surprise. A high honour and rightfully deserved for our Grand Prior.
Promotions were announced, and a very special Gold Medal of Merit awarded to Vice Prior, Chevalier Russell Jones 
CGSJ. This being only the second awarded in our Priory’s History. A list of those Victorian Members who received pro-

motions can be found throughout the following pages.  Warmest congratulations to all who have been recognised.
All members are respectfully advised of the Commemoration of the 80th Anniversary of Operation Pedestal – Malta 
Convoy to be held at the  Shrine of Remembrance. St. Kilda Road, Melbourne  Shelter of Peace, Birdswood Avenue, 
Melbourne on Sunday 14th August.  The Maltese Australia Association warmly encourages our members and families to 
attend and participate in the march, as well as the service and wreath laying. An additional notice will be despatched
well in advance of the 14th August with any updated information.
The sudden illness of our Priory Secretary, Chevalier Alex, placed a worrying shadow of concern upon his family, his 
close friends and OSJ colleagues. Chevalier Alex ‘s wife Dame Patricia, has been an absolute  stalwart in supporting 
Alex through the acute phase of his condition, and in the planning and commencement of his rehabilitation, ensuring 

that he is kept buoyant and his milestones of recovery attained.  We extend to her our love and great appreciation for 
her unflappable management of his illness. During Alex’s recovery, and in the interim, Assistant Priory Secretary 
Chevalier Brynton Fennell CGSJ has been appointed to the Priory Secretary’s role, and Chevalier Trevor Somerville KSJ 
to that of Minute Secretary for the Victorian Priory Administrative Council. On behalf of the VPAC, I thank both of these 
members for agreeing to take on this additional responsibility. (…)
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(…) Chevalier Brynton’s contact details: M: 0414 707 550  E:  
brynton@desfab.com.au
We had quite a number of photographers busily recording 
the events of the Annual Chapter Meeting, the Priory Inves-
titure Service, the luncheon and the Rehearsal.  I plan to 
compile another photo album of the events and upload 
this to our website, as well as forwarding this to each mem-
bers for your own personal use.  Many thanks to Chevalier 
Joseph, Dame Elida, and others who have kindly supplied 
me with some lovely images.
The Priory Council members join with me in our hope that 
you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy. To 
those who are not so well, or have family members battling 
illness, we send you our strong support and prayers.
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Dame Barbara ABLEY, AM CJSJ FACN,
Prior, Priory of Victoria
Grand Priory of Australasia



A NOBLE WARRIOR'S PATH TO CONVERSION

BATTLE FOR PAMPLONA
Sometime on May 23, 1521, Yñigo de Loiola (later known as Ignatius of 
Loyola) was struck by a two-inch cannonball while standing on a stone 
ledge on the upper reaches of Fort Santiago in Pamplona, at the foot of 
the Pyrenees. Yñigo was there by the order of the viceroy of Nafárroa (aka 
duke of Nájera) whom he was serving at the time. Also, he was there as a 

nobleman, the only noble among soldiers and officers, and as such he 
held a position of prestige and moral authority the others could not attain.

The fortress had been undergoing continuous cannonade since May 21 
with large numbers of casualties. It was manned by about three hundred 
unpaid, demoralized, veterans who had lost their will to fight. They had 
once been part of a fifteen hundred-man force, but the majority of those 
had been redeployed, taking most of the cannon with them. The fortress 
now had a total of fourteen cannon and small artillery pieces of various 
sizes.

The men were facing an invasion of twelve thousand French infantrymen, 
eight hundred lances and one hundred sixty-seven cannon, twenty-nine of 
which were five-inch cannon capable of damaging heavy fortifications. 
On May 20 the French encircled the fortress with one hundred thirty-eight 
two-inch cannon; the twenty-nine five-inch cannon were still en route.

The French rained cannon balls on the fortress day and night, hitting the 
Spaniards with overwhelming firepower. The French could launch forty-five 
shots per minute, almost one per second, coming in from every direction. 
They poured such a torrent of bloody horror on the fort's loaders, gunners 
and spotters they could not safely load their own cannon. The shots (…)
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(…) were flying in at low angles, slicing and skimming over the 
hard surfaces in every which away direction. It was impossible 
to know where they were going.

Yñigo was probably spotting for the cannoneers when a ball 
glanced off the stone surface between his legs. It shattered his 

right tibia causing a comminuted fracture, and veered into the 
left calf ripping a sizable wound. Yñigo would have been rag-
ged quickly to a protected spot where someone applied a 
tourniquet and roughly bound his legs. Then he would have 
been carried to the sick bay in the unfinished fort's cellars where 
he languished with the injured and dying.

The bombardment continued throughout the 23rd, and some-
time that day the five inch French cannon arrived. It probably 
took the French the better part of the 23rd to get the big guns in 
position and ready to fire. Once they began firing, to someone 
behind the French lines it would have been beautiful and un-
speakably fearful to watch those dragons of unstoppable 
death spew their fiery discharges. Once set, the big cannon un-
leashed their ferocious barrage throughout the night of the 23rd 
and into the early hours of the 24th. Then the unspeakable hap-
pened. Making his rounds before dawn, the artillery captain dis-
covered that one of his men had intentionally unlocked a door 
to the fort letting the French inside. The battle was over.

The fort surrendered on May 24 but Yñigo and the other injured 
had to wait in their dungeon-like hospice for another two or 
three days. Finally, probably the 26th or 27th, workers climbed 
into the fort's bowels and began dragging out the (…)
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(…) dead and wounded. The French captain allowed Yñigo's compa-
nions to carry him to a surgeon to have his leg set and bandaged. His 
shattered bone would have already started to knit, and the surgeons 
would have found a confusing mélange of separate, broken-apart bone 
pieces and slivers breaking through the skin which would have been 
impossible to repair. Further, the open wound had certainly become 
infected and sepsis would have set in. The pain would have been 
intense.

After some days' rest his companions fashioned a litter and carried him 
home, a two week journey over rugged mountain trails. They left Pamplo-
na sometime before June 10 to avoid the war which was still raging in 
the countryside. After two weeks they reached his home, Loiolako, in a 
beautiful valley in Gipuzkoa's central mountains. His sister-in-law, Doña 
Magdalena, would have brought him into the home to nurse him, whe-
ther to life or to death. Yñigo's older brother, the Lord of Loiola, would not 
have been home because he was in the hills outside Pamplona, leading 

a detachment of soldiers, chasing the French forces.

RECOVERYAND CONVERSION
His doctors reset the bones but they did the job badly. More importantly, 
sepsis had taken over. He was dying. He was not able to eat, was weak 
and had a very high fever. His doctors suggested he make his confession. 
It was June 28.
As Yñigo wrote in his Autobiography:
He received the sacraments during the vigil of the feast of Saints Peter 

and Paul. The doctors said at that time if he did not show any improve-
ment by midnight he could be taken for dead. This sick man had always 
been devoted to St. Peter, however, and as a result, that very midnight 
Our Lord wanted him to begin to feel better. His improvement (…)
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(…) proceeded so well that some days later it was judged that he was 
out of danger of death. 

His leg healed but when the bandages were removed a piece of bone 
protruded, causing a noticeable bump. This upset Yñigo. He could not 
imagine himself courting the ladies with this ugly deformity which could 

be seen through his tight leggings and boots. He had the surgeons 
brought in again, this time to open the leg, saw off the protrusion, reset 
whatever needed to be reset and sew it up again. The operation took 
eight hours during which he stayed awake with no-thing to dull the 
pain. As he reported himself, the only sign of discomfort he showed was 
to clench his fist from time to time.

Surprising? No. He was, after all, a scion of the fabled house of Oñaz-
Loiola, a member of the dreaded oñacinos, warlords who were feared 
and respected throughout Spain, the Basque homelands and France. 
Further, he was a Gipuzkoan, home to the purest nobility on the Spanish 
Peninsula, a people who had never been conquered, who feared no-
thing and no one. Finally his house, Loiolako, had been knighted into La 
Banda two centuries before, a unique band of knights in personal 
service to the king of Castilla.
La Banda's book of rules contained a provision that: "... no knight of la 
Banda would ever complain of any injury, nor cry out during his treat-
ment and recovery, or show any sign of pain, nor brag of such a feat...." 
Before Yñigo was born, however, Queen Isabel disbanded the knights 
of la Banda so Yñigo was never invested as a knight, but the tradition of 
La Banda lived on in his house.

Yñigo's story from this point forward is well known. He was bed-ridden 
for almost six months. To while away the time he asked for (…)
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(…) books, romantic novels of chivalry that were popular at the time. But in 
the rustic castle of Loiolako the only books were a Life of Christ, and a small 
Lives of the Saints. Begrudgingly he began reading them. At the same time 
he spent hours daydreaming of women, and of performing brave knightly 
deeds to impress them.

To his surprise, he began to discover that the stories from the lives of Christ 
and the saints brought him a sense of happiness and peace, while his chi-
valrous daydreaming brought him feelings of sadness and dissatisfaction. As 
he reflected on these experiences he found himself thinking of performing 
knightly deeds for Christ, as the saints had, rather than for powerful lords or 
beautiful women. Likewise, he began to find the idea of continuing his past 
life - in service to lords, grandees and the king - as distasteful; while the idea 
of serving Christ felt good and fulfilling. As he reflected more deeply, he 
found himself desiring to serve Christ, and he found great joy in the idea of 
going to the Holy Land.

All of this led him to leave home early in 1522 - against his brother's will - and 
begin a yearlong pilgrimage which led him into deep experiences of pra-
yer, brought him many mystical gifts, and carried him to the Holy Land for a 
short visit. Then he returned to Spain to begin university studies, and this led 
him to the University of Paris where he met a group of young men who were 
attracted to his ideas on spirituality. After they were all ordained to the 
priesthood they formed the Society of Jesus which was approved as a reli-
gious order by Pope Paul III in 1540.
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John Francis IZZO, SJ,
Chaplain 

St. Francis Commandery
the Pacific Priory (USA)
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God is that infinite All

of which man knows

himself to be a finite

part. God only exists

truly. Man manifests

Him in time, space

and matter.

Leo TOLSTOY



THOUGH STORMS MAY RAGE AROUND ME
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On several occasions in his renowned work Utopia, Thomas More provides 
a unique insight into the struggle that he is in. He remains true to his ideals, 
he continues to strive to perfect them, and he accepts the opposition he 
encounters. For he does not allow himself to be swept along with the 
crowd in order to save his own skin.

No, he did not choose the easy way by consciously going against the tide, 
not because of self-developed ideologies, but because of his uncondi-
tional faithfulness to his Christian ideal. He has much to teach us today, in 

an age that seems to be beset by all kinds of ideologies that are almost 
elevated as divine and that stifle the Christian ideal.

Like Thomas More, we are encouraged to keep our ideal pure and nourish 
ourselves every day at the source: the Word of God that comes to us 
through our prayerful perusal of the Bible and our encounter with the living

Lord through the sacraments. Both are vital and form the true orientation towards which we must build our lives. It is 
following Jesus, who clearly said: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life’ (Jn 14:6). There is no other way, no other truth
than Jesus himself who leads us to the fullness of life. Or, as Paul says: ‘Until we all attain to the unity of faith and 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the extent of the full stature of Christ, so that we may no longer be 
infants, tossed by waves and swept along by every wind of teaching arising from human trickery, from their cunning in 
the interests of deceitful scheming’ (Eph 4:13-14). It is as if Paul spoke these words for today, offering us a remedy so that 
we might indeed not be tossed back and forth by all sorts of ideologies that distract us from our only ideal: the 
knowledge of the Son of God, mature manhood, the full stature of Christ. We could add his following words: ‘Forgetting 
what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of God’s 
upward calling’ (Phil 3:13-14). It is and remains our first task: to become rooted in Christ and to expect salvation in him 
alone.  (…)

Reflections on: 
Though storms may rage around me (B) 
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(…) In a society such as ours, it is really difficult not to be influenced by all kinds of ideologies that are hurled at us. We 
cannot ignore them. In fact, it is important that we know about them, that we take note of them, in order to constantly 
review them against the one Truth that is Christ. For it is our task to help others in this, to offer advice, to provide orien-
tation.

Perhaps that is what we are missing today: people who, from their religious 
belief, nourished by the Word of God and the encounter with the living Lord, 
have the courage to be true witnesses in life and who do not shy away from 
antagonism and vilification. The latter can be hard to bear and seriously affect 

our psychological resilience. If we rely only on our own strength, we will not 
last, we will get upset or flee and capitulate. No, only with God’s grace will we 
continue to receive sufficient strength to sail against the wind and even to 
withstand persecution. 

The easiest solution is to flee, to lock ourselves away in a safe environment, 
and to stop ourselves from bearing witness to our ideal. We try to be true to our 
ideal internally, but externally we let ourselves be carried away by what the 
masses think and say and we keep completely silent. This is certainly not the 

path that Thomas More chose. It is not inconceivable that, in his predicament, 
he may have thought along these lines at some point, or even considered 
simply fleeing, as other contemporaries did, to save his own skin. No, he 
decided to stay and he used the telling image of a captain on a sinking ship in 
a storm. We will let him tell it in the way that he phrased it in his Utopia. ‘You 
must not abandon the ship in a storm because you cannot control the winds. 
[…] What you cannot turn to good, you must at least make as little bad as you 
can.’ We can learn a lot today from these wise words of Thomas More.

Reflections on: 
Though storms may rage around me (B) 

We cannot deny that today we find ourselves in a veritable storm in many areas and fields. Wild ideas are being spread, 
and even values that seemed indestructible before are being shaken. Even in the Church a storm seems to be (…)
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(…) raging and neologists are trying to bend the doctrine to their will. If one does not immediately embrace this new-
fangledness, one is very quickly considered to be ultraconservative and even accused of being merciless. Of course, 
the Church shares in the storms that rage in society. Some have a tendency and even a conviction to conform as much 
as possible to what the masses think and say, in order to remain relevant in society, so to speak. But is that really the

that urges us to reflect thoroughly and to consider what is really essential and what is of secondary importance. One will 
quickly find that, in a group, there is no unanimity on this point and that the distinction between what is said to be essen-
tial and what is said to be of secondary importance cannot always be clearly defined. Nor can discussions on this sub-
ject be allowed to drag on endlessly. That is why it is important that, after a sufficient period of consultation with a willing-
ness to listen to the different opinions, decisions can be made by those who can legitimately do so, so that the ship is not 
completely blown off course by the storm. (…)

mission of the Church to remain socially 
relevant or should she rather have the 
courage to raise her prophetic voice 
and help people to remain dynamically 
faithful to the Gospel? It is, of course, 
always a question of how this dynamic 
faithfulness is to be given shape. The 
word ‘dynamic’ means that we should 
set ourselves in motion and not rigidly 
cling to what has always been. On the 
other hand, the word ‘faithfulness’ 
means that we must not and cannot 
deviate from the fundamental values 
on which life, and in our case our faith, 
is built.

There will always be a certain tension 
between these two words, a tension

Reflections on: 
Though storms may rage around me (B) 
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(…) This brings us, after a slight diversion perhaps, to the words written by Thomas More. He encourages us not to 

abandon ship in a storm, even if we feel we have lost all control. One might think, then, that it is better to leave the 
helm and hand it over to others, who can hopefully do a better job than we can. Some might see this as an act of 
humility. Everything depends on our internal attitude when we come to this decision. Is it to escape our troubles and, 
by leaving, to shirk our responsibilities? Or is it really out of humility and in the knowledge that there are others who 
are actually able to weather the storm and save the ship?

The same reasoning can be applied to 
the conviction offered to us by Thomas 
More. Is it out of pride that we insist on 
staying on board because we do not 
want to lose face, or is it really out of 
humble service that we conscientiously 
want to stay? It all depends on the atti-
tude one has at the time. The two key-
words here are pride and humility.

That is why it is dangerous to pass judg-
ment from the outside if one does not 
know a person’s deeper motivations. 
This question was also raised when Pope 
Benedict surprisingly stepped down as 
pope. Some thought he was indeed 
abandoning ship in a raging storm. 

But those who knew him best knew that he performed this unusual act with great humility, realizing that it was really 
beyond his powers to steer the ship that is the Church, knowing that there were others who were ready to take over 
with more vigour. There is also a difference when one has received a task for a specific time or for life. In the first 
case, one could say that one should try to be faithful to the task until it is finished. In the other case, it will be one’s 
own powerlessness that makes one decide to relinquish a task.  (…)

Reflections on: 
Though storms may rage around me (B) 
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(…) From a religious point of view, there is another element that plays a role, and certainly not an unimportant one. The 
task we are to fulfil is a task we have received from God, who, with his grace, gives us the strength to fulfil it well. Even
though a task can be very demanding and there are violent storms around us, we are not alone. It is God who has 

Frater René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General
Brothers of Charity.

entrusted us with his mission. Perhaps we forget this too often 
and think we have to do it all by ourselves. This is why it is impor-
tant that we appear before God every day and pray for the 
strength needed to fulfil the task that has been entrusted to us. 
That too is an act of humility, not to put ourselves in the centre, 
but to really see ourselves as instruments in the hands of God. 
When I read the story of the Exodus, I am always struck by what 
Moses went through, how he often found himself in near hope-
less situations, and what he had to endure from the people he 
had to lead to the Promised Land. He remained faithful to the 
task he had been given and it was the Lord who guided him 
through the greatest of storms, when the wind could not be 
controlled, to steer the people in the direction least bad, to use 
the words of Thomas More. Finally, after many diversions and 
many storms, they would reach the Promised Land. The fact that 
Moses himself did not live to see it is very striking. The words of

Reflections on: 
Though storms may rage around me (B) 

Adriaan Roland Holst come to mind: ‘I shall not live to see the stalks nor ever bind the abundant sheaves; but in the har-
vest I serve for, make me believe.’ That was Moses to the full, who was called the humblest person on the face of the 
earth. To stay on board or to abandon ship: only in humility and faithful surrender can one arrive at the right answer. But if 
the ship really does founder, it is still the captain’s duty to be the last person to leave it... 
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The night is far spent. The day is at hand.

Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, 

and let us put on the armour of light.
Romans 13:12

Charkiv, Ukraine, 20th July, 
2022: a father praying and 

holding for 3 hours the hand of 
his deceased 13 year old son,

Dmytro, killed in a Russian 
airstrike on strictly civil targets.



PERSONALIA
International obituary:
Several members in different Priories unfortunately passed away from this life, the Low Countries (B) for instance lost a

most loyal Brother Yvan Lenssens, KGSJ, at the age of 87, having been a true knight of the Order since 33 years.
Our deepest gratitude remains for the achievements and fraternity of all deceased within and beyond the Order. May
they all rest in the peace of our Lord; their name liveth for evermore !
Elections and Nominations, Promotions
Was appointed to the office of Bailiff by the Lieutenant-Grand Master, HE Paul BORG: HE the Grand Prior of the Austral-
asia Grand Priory, Chev. David Edward WILCKENS, OSJ. Most heartfelt congratulations to Brother David and all the wis-
dom and strength in the fulfillment of this task !
Unit name change
The Grand Commander, HE Joseph GRECH, OSJ, informed all heads of units that the request by the Saint Alexander Nev-

sky Priory (B) to change its name to the “Priory of Saint Michael” is granted by the Petit Conseil. The new name is in effect 
since July 19th, 2022.

COVID TIMES
It is a pure joy to announce that, for the time being, this dreaded subtitle is used for the last time in the International
Herald. We pray there is no need for this subtitle ever to return. Although the virus obviously isn’t gone, we tend to not
longer being residing in ICU’s with it, let alone pass away because of it. Let’s keep it this way, by all means.

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL : LET’S MEET in Malta on 29 October 2022 !
Got your rooms and flight tickets booked ? Let’s meet on the Sovereign Council in Sliema, Malta, on October 29th, 2022.
More detailed information about booking of rooms in the location of the event has been sent to all unit leaders. We
sincerely thank our Maltese Brothers and Sisters for organizing the Sovereign Council, the Ecumenical service, functions,
sight-seeings, …It seems that we can at last enjoy a ‘live’ Sovereign Council in Malta: there is absolutely no (…)
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If you want to be happy, try only to please God, 
not people.

Leo Tolstoy
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(…) substitute for meeting in person. An OSJ community only organ concert is offered to OSJ International by the Bene-

lux Grand Priory, in the second to none location of the St. John’s Co-Cathedral in Valetta, on the eve of the Sovereign
Council, on Friday October 28th, at 19:00 hrs. The well reputed baroque musician Chev. Luc Ponet is performing, closing
with his elaborate version of our Order’s Hymn: a unique opportunity not to be missed, I would say.

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information in this magazine, including all articles, does not make any claims. Any information
offered is expressly the opinion of the creator/author of that material. It is respectfully offered to you to explore, in the
hope and with the intention that exploring this material will be informative and helpful to you. This magazine contains
material protected under International and Federal Copyright Laws and Treaties. You may not publish, display, disclose,
modify, distribute, or create derivative works based on the magazine contents or any part thereof.

LITTLE WORD FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 3/2022 edition, seeing that our Order revives to full operational
strength, fully resuming actions and Investitures, welcoming new Knights and Dames, aiding the sick and the poor. My
sincerest thanks to all authors who have contributed to our International Herald: we adore our loyal authors for repor-
ting and reflecting in each edition on all the Order’s good works and high spirits. Keep up the splendid action on both
domains of our motto, and do NOT forget to send me content: in Word and - separately – useable pictures in Jpeg or
comparable format by the end of November to come, at the latest, for the 4/2022 Christmas edition to be issued.
Gently take care of each other and of your fellow man within and beyond the Order, as you always did !
Pray for the courageous people in Ukraine.

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John,

OSJ, Editor,

Benelux Grand Prior

When I pray, coincidences happen, 
and when I don't, they don't.

William Temple
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